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Shad E. Christman 
ATTORNEY 

schristman@bassford.com 
T 605.812.3064 
F 605.812.3065 

PRACTICE GROUPS 
Business and Commercial Litigation 
Professional Liability 
Products Liability 
Trust and Estate 

INDUSTRY GROUPS 
Agriculture 
Health Care 
Financial Services 
Technology 
Arts and Entertainment 

OVERVIEW 

Shad Christman practices Business and Commercial Litigation, Agribusiness Law, General 
Liability, Professional Liability, Organizational Liability, Products Liability, and Trust and Estate 
Litigation in a wide array of cases and industries, including Agriculture, Energy, Healthcare, 
Finance, Technology, Education, and Entertainment. He also has experience as a transactional 
lawyer, particularly in Corporate Transactions, Banking, Real Estate, and Real Estate Finance. 

Shad has obtained successful outcomes in a wide variety of cases for a wide variety of clients in 
South Dakota state and Federal Court. He grew up on a cattle ranch in western North Dakota. He 
began his career as a staff assistant for the late Senator Tim Johnson, and thereafter attended law 
school at the University of South Dakota Knudson School of Law, obtaining his J.D. in 2017. After 
law school, he clerked for three different justices of the South Dakota Supreme Court, including the 
Honorable Justice Glen Severson, Justice (now Chief Justice) Steven Jensen, and Chief Justice 
David Gilbertson. 

Shad resides in Sioux Falls and is committed to strengthening his community and maintaining his 
ties to agriculture and the vibrant rural and tribal communities in the Dakotas, Minnesota, and 
beyond. 

Shad is licensed to practice law in South Dakota, in both state and federal court, as well as with the 
Lower Brule Sioux Tribal Court. 

EDUCATION & ADMISSIONS 

Education 
University of South Dakota School of Law, J.D., summa cum laude, 2017 
- South Dakota Law Review, Editor-in-Chief, Vol. 62

South Dakota State University, B.S., cum laude and with Honors College Distinction, 2012

Bar Admissions 
• U.S. District Court, District of South Dakota
• South Dakota
• Lower Brule Sioux Tribal Court

Judicial Clerkships
• South Dakota Supreme Court, The Honorable Justice Glen Severson, Justice (now Chief Justice)

Steven Jensen, and Chief Justice David Gilbertson, Judicial Law Clerk, 2017-2019

PROFESSIONAL & CIVIC 

Bar Associations 
• South Dakota State Bar Association

Professional Associations 
• Greater Sioux Falls Chamber of Commerce

Civic Involvement 
South Dakota FFA Foundation, Board Member, 2017-2025 
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